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Excerpt 

In ancient Rome, matrimonium cum manu was a form of marriage where the wife 

legally left her father's control (patria potestas) and entered the manus (hand or 

authority) of her husband or her father-in-law. She essentially became a legal member 

of her new family, acquiring the status of a daughter to her husband and inheriting 

from his estate, not her original family's. 

There was thus a transfer of control: The husband (or his paterfamilias) gained 

significant authority over the wife, though this power was more limited than the patria 

potestas over his natural children (lacking, for example, the right of life and death). 



 
 
 

 

Moreover, the wife generally had no proprietary capacity; her property transferred to 

her husband's family. 


